MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
BETWEEN
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA
AND
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT
BRITAIN
AND NORTHERN IRELAND
ON THE EXCHANGE AND MUTUAL PROTECTION OF
DEFENCE CLASSIFIED INFORMATION

INTRODUCTION

The Government of the Republic of Bulgaria and the Government of the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northemn [reland (hereinafter referred
to as the “Participants™),

Having decided to hold talks on political and security-related issues and to
broaden and tighten their political, military and economic co-operation,

Being aware of the changes in the political situation in the world and
recognising the important role of their mutual co-operation for the
stabilisation of peace, international security and mutual confidence,
Realising that good co-operation may require the exchange of defence
classified information (hereinafter referred to as classified information)
between the Participants,

Desiring to create a set of rules regulating the mutual protection of
classified information applicable to any future arrangements for co-
operation and classified contracts which may be implemented between the

Participants, containing or involving classified information,

Have reached the following understandings:

Section 1
Definitions
For the purposes of this Memorandum,

a. “classified information” means:



(1) for the United Kingdom: defence classified information,
document or material so designated by a security classification
the unauthorised disclosure of which could cause prejudice to -
the interests of the United Kingdom

(2) for the Republic of Bulgaria: all “legally defined classified
information generated for the purposes of defence co-operation,
defence research, defence industry and defence procurement,
the unauthorised access to which, could threaten or harm the
interests of the Republic of Bulgaria related to its national
security, defence, foreign policy or protection of the
constitutional order.

b. “classified document” means any recorded classified information,
regardless of its physical form and characteristics, including the
following carriers: handwritten or typed paper, seals, applications
used for processing data, maps, tables, photographs, pictures,
pigmentation, engravings, drawings or parts thereof, sketches, rough
copies, notes, carbon copies, ink ribbons or for reproducing by any
means or process sounds, voices, magnetic or video or electronic or
optical recordings in any form, as well as portable Automatic Data
Processing equipment with a fixed or removable data storage carrier,
etc.

. “classified material” means any technical item, equipment,
installation, device or weapon either manufactured or in a process of
manufacture, as well as the components used for their manufacture,
containing classified information.

. “receiving Participant” means the Participant, as represented by its
appropriate Competent Authority, to which classified information is
transferred.

“originating Participant” means the Participant, as represented by its
appropriate Competent Authority, that creates classified information.

“Competent Authority” means the authority which in compliance
with the national legislation of the respective Participant is
responsible for the protection of classified information and for the
implementation of the provisions of this Memorandum. Such
authorities are listed in Section 5 of this Memorandum.




g. “contractor” means an individual or a legal entity possessing the
legal capacity to conclude contracts and/or a party to a classified
contract under the provisions of this Memorandum.

h. “classified contract” means an agreement between two oOr ‘more
organisations creating and defining enforceable rights and obligations
between them, which contains or provides for access to classified
information.

i. “organisation” means an individual or a legal entity that takes part in
relevant co-operative activities or in implementation of contracts to
which this Memorandum will be applied.

~j. “third party” means an intemational organisation or state which is
not a Participant in this Memorandum or an individual who is not a
citizen of either of the Participants’ states and who, subject to the
provisions of Section 4, par. 3 does not have “a need-to-know” and
authorisation for access.

Section 2

Objective
The objective of this Memorandum is to ensure the protection of classified
information that is exchanged either directly or indirectly between the
Participants.

Section 3

Security Classifications

The Participants accept that the following security classification levels are

equivalent and correspond to the security classification levels specified in
the national legislation or regulations of the respective Participant:

United Kingdom Republic of Bulgaria

UK TOP SECRET CTPOI'O CEKPETHO (STROGO
SEKRETNO)

UK SECRET CEKPETHO (SEKRETNO)

UK CONFIDENTIAL  TIOBEPHUTEJIHO
(POVERITELNO)







